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Dear Marc and lialph* 1^26/71 

Xy> u\y earlier ei*doseu memo X raised a question about the completeness of tns 
hiaworical iaatu.d^l available to or drawn upon by tiie histo r ia ns who oompiled The 
Pentagon Papery of the coiar.^ntmy thereon, etc* I have :_lnce writing that read Chapter 
5 t on the d ?ii f of Tonkin afiair* not the appended docuaents* Hot knowing the ststo of 
your knowledge l but assuming it to be greater than duo), I adu those no too x make no 
effort to organise* Several thing ? 1 from ay o\m past com^ to mind* 

Xn iay work on t «e political it Jiao become clour to so that the 

major media. liavo bcoome, in effect* another branch of govcmsacat* Bearing on this is a 
piece this past su;a er by hide Iiarwood which makes dear that Wiggina ordained uhat 
could could not be considered by the staff of the Post with recp-Ct to the Shasin 
situation* Rasaantaxs linger in The Pentagon iVpero* 

5he ooouiontary ia entirely inadequate and la* 1 think* knowingly inaccurate* It 
not knowing* then th&- editors didn’t know thwir business and didn t do proper colisteril 
reeding* 



Sonew hsm In ray o^n notes sado before wo moved here sore than four years ago 
and not since unpacked I have contemporaneous ii£nnoB on the Wzlf of nankin incident* It 
was, from what was in the prej-^a* obviously contrived for the now-clear purpose* The 
proas reported enough. feet for iat to finite tills dialysis* If I could see it* the big 
brains of t e big papers* with their personal sources* should have seen it* 1 recall 
two of the factors thut formed oy opinion* the Bind lari ty in the appe mace of the 
3Vb boats nou identified as 24A boats ahd of our own ho Soto boats; and considerable 
doubt that the second attack actually occurred* With the second, sc I now recall, after 
mo xv. then seven years v®y notes wore contemporaneous) one of the bite of evidence t)$at 
fonnod ay opinion was radical tiif Terences in official releases of exactly the suno 
material having to do with the alleged oecona attack* dines than, of the* book* that have 

appeared, ~ L have read only Joe ^oulcen’s Truth la the First Casualty* If understated to 

the ppint of obscuring* it still leaves little doubt* fro& what was available to the isos 
ana Bast staffs* that the second attack did not occur* lot in tbs chapter I 4 vo just road 
it is alleged to have happened* 

Also tissiag in any referunc e to Cl* involvoa^nt in those. i*oriue expeditions north* 

It is fact* it was known* ann if it hada 1 1 been kuo*a 9 it ooulu h*-ve boon asuaned* 

A casual reading of this chapter would lead one to boliovc that it is a thorough 
exposure* for it laakea clear the bStt preparationc for exactly what happened* for months 
earlier* then says that events eliiainateii the need to contrive: it* Actually, til. reality 

is much worse* For another exaupit;, the atuuy to show Aortbern intrusion Into the south* 

I Iiavft it* It w&s ruleAs«d by State with great fanfare saying it proved the case* The 
reality io tbe op 4 o Ito* That study proves that as of that time there wan jaa case* VirtULLUy 
no siju-io ^V5 soldier w«l^ found in the South# There wore so*uu fro^ tlic oouth who returned* 
no i^ore* 

Also lost in tills aeoadng honesty is a broader objective hoped for but not accomplished, ?■ 
Chinese reaction* I con diaouaB this with you boss tiiae* The it? is passing InuicatiGn iaCh*5# 

What X til* saying includes that disclosures by the liistoriam? and The Pentagon Papers 
are not nearly as full or definitive; os bar* been broadly assuifcod, arc much less than they 
could and ©iWiulu have been* ax that ovidonco that should have- been available for the study 
aoens not to have be^n frou this book* 



Oeu of the i«oro f ascii uiting olomanto to r ae ia McG^orgo Pundy, parti oulaiiy in tlie 
li^it of a subsequent task ho undertook* getting vide attention to criticisa of t}ios6 who 
critioif5od "critics" of the Warren ^port, including me* He insisted upon the ;>ublicatitm 
of blatcmtly libolloua material by an incompetent partiaan aid was aeoiidngly infuriated 
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when tx* no ac.j©r a/t^asine woula touch it and b) evun £he American Scholar insisted tiiat 
the demands of its lawyer with regard to lib-1 be mot an a pro condl ticn to consideration 
for jjubllctttioii. This ia tho work of e y 00113 fristtd# nut ry ovna lav- tl^atioa. I find 
myself ordering why nod Bundy should iuive ueen 00 inui stent on the crediting of the 
fcaopadibla about how JFK. got killed# hiau bracket ting it in 1*$ own xoind with hi' role in 
JFK # s •douttooaet Apia policies# 

hejpite the fact that ticacmara ordered thin study # there in no reanon to sasaap 
that all files wore open to his historians and there is reason to acoume that aocio# by 
taen, al^tit no longer have existed in the custocaxy repositories# A join I draw upon 
Ey experience of tho post, port to illuminate the Military Lind. 

Uiii of r.\y roles in in t fill ignoo in World Wnr II wua an outpout Job# Captured 
Geriiian ana Italian documents passed tlirough 257 ruinas in B.C# They cturted dinapj^arlnj 
et5 faet as they were captured# ^oisc atart&d dioappeuxin*; biiera t l*> coul^ be ta t*u# Uf 
tho latter# < ith due allowance for the passing of so sany years# 1 aa pretty confident 
this iuclu as **oxi Party files captured by iweerioau forces in what tod been agreed to 
bo Soviet territory inside Uemsny. Hath or than let the Soviets have* these valuable 
files, our Mi l i tary burned ttiea# Immediately it began telling State it could not find 
dert'i in foreign Office files# I refijonber one ooae when I was asay for the peeked, trail 
first readied by phone and then rushed back to Washi igtoa# boaeoue in Intelligence at 
SV/ue# 03 I recall# klauae# sought aoixj of this captured Baza foreign Office material# 

Tiio Ud kxsty actually reported the files had not been captured# They had oeen and I vae 
able tc pinpoint where they tiieu were# I tliiak in u salt nine at i'«rburg# 

Furounut to subsequent US policy# aocie of the Italian files havr n*ver boon 
publicly disclosed# alt) >augh by new they should haw oe^n# There is ito alternative tl*it 
they attracted no attention# One 1 recall clearly ia a letter from the Italian mub-u^ndor 
in fioor&^ua in which hs reported Oan on& calling Mm in to request an exposition Iron 
toe nail in i on how ho did it# another ia the disappearance of nome 25 suitcases of luateiial 
captured with him whnn tho partisano took miasolini# I traced tto microTilm of this to 
the Pentagon# There it disappeared# There was an economist on a regular govemaont agoncy 
nho had Bttutt kno kludge of hhia# a frenchaaan whoso naae# il X can recall ti scaurs holy 
after the passing of bo much iin»# la Jean, rajas# 

if this kuid of t ing could happen vdLth &n ''nosy’s files# what cannot with tto 
m i litary’ u own? 

'Che ^ulf of Tonkin affair bear so scrong a resawblanow 10 tiie ilasi f # 0 #P# I would 
hope that at soaie point soiiiw 3 choi/ir aight devote riuoeli to a etuiiy of how our lailitary 
bonefittod Iron the proeepts of adoiph I# 

leading tills stuff resdnes of oi t he rdeknaues toy .^Ll'c bong hau for Ausk ftnd LBG 
vhou she saw them on TVi Borky xig and Uriah heap. 

With the see:.dng intent to expose, I find rysolf wondering vhy the original 
8Cholarn and then the papers felt it necessary to liide 30 mtch of the qvdnt^oseutial 
Oulf of ^oxhdLii afj/air wlsm tliey oioultaneoucly nade so much available ana -what is now 
available in eo clear# 1 suppose with the schoit-jrs the idjpleut ©xpl.-^aation is t n'c this 
woi eo new end startling to tiiCT, sc radical a depai’turo froru to^ir p&ete, that they Just 
failed to grasp all of/ it. But Hi e truth is ranch worse tnaa their exposure of it# Sit h 
tlic editors it 1 is lest* easy to believe this. Keacaber Clifton Daniels and the Bay of i J igs? 
Be never would give me the full text oi* that uTx:eoh# Didn’t t von answer uy letter# 
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